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Uf Nicaraguan Ports

President Approved

‘Harassment’ Plan

By Lou Cannon
and Don Oberdorfer

Washingion Post Staff Writers

The.CIA decisi ine harl

in Nicaragua was approved by Pres-

iGent Reagan on_the recommenda-

ticn of White House national secu-

ritv affairs adviser Robert C. McFar-

lene and the Pentagon, desglite “mis-
givings” expresced bv Secretary of

State George P, Shultz, informed

administration officials said vester-
dav, .

These officials said that the pro-
posal wes presented to Reagan as
part of a “scaled-down” CIA plan of
“harassment” to cripple the economy
of Nicaragua and make it more dif-
ficult for its Sandinista government
to aid leftist rebels in nearbv El Sal-
vador. -

“As presented to the president,
the whole plan was one .of harass-
ment of the Sandinistas,” said one
official. “It did not focus on the min-
ing.”

The official declined comment on
the extent of Reagan’s involvement
in or knowledge of the mining deci-
sion, saying only that it was “part of

a packege” that was discussed with ‘

the president.

Other parts of this package in-
cluded increasing from 15000 to
18,000 the U.S.-financed “contra”
guerrillas opposing the Sandinistas

and redirecting their activities to :

emphasize attacks on power plants,

- bridges and other economic targets.

!

™ Administration officials gave con-

flicting  signals yesterday about
whether the mining of Nicaraguan .
- ports would continue. ’
" One official said the question of
whether to continue the mining was
““under review at high lévels.” A Re-
publican congressional source, who
was highly critical of the administra-
‘tion for jeopardizing Capitol Hill

. support for additional aid to El Sal-

vador, said of the mining operation, “They have

no choice except to abandon it” - - ¢ T

But another official said that the contras con-
sider the handmade acoustic mines, which explode
noisily but are unlikel to sink g ship, to be “high.
ly cost-effective” - . ..

“They’re a small force facing a la e Nicaraguan
army,” said this official. “The mim;asrg are like a sign
that says, ‘Beware of the dog.' " 4

- Nonetheless, the prevailing view within the ad-
ministration seemed to be that there at least
wou.]d_be & pause in the controversial mining op-
erations, : '

In Rome, Alfonso Robelo, leader of the Dem-
ocratic Bevolutionary Alliance, one of the princi-
pal anti-Sandinista groups, said that the mining
would be stopped if the Sandinista government
lifted news censorship.

. The mining operation was discussed in a Na-
tional Security Planning Group meeting chaired
by Vice President Bush in February, sccording to |
one official. White House and State Department -
officials who asked not to be identified said that
Shultz wes intially skeptical of it, apparently be-
cause of the possibility of diplomatic protests like
thot : that have been made by France and Great -
Britain, . ' ,

According to another official, after a mine laid |
by the CIA-backed rebels damaged a Soviet tank- -

.er_in the Nicaraguan port of Puerto Sandino_on

Ma'rch 20, Shultz expressed “very_profound. mis- '
givings” but never made & formal obiection to the

policy. \ X
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